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Syllabus
Course: OT(IBS)610 X1 (SP 2009)
Title: Pentateuch
Hours: 3.00
Published: Yes, on 11/05/2008
Prerequisites:
NT(IBS)51x and OT501
- or OT501†
† indicates this may be fulfilled as a co-requisite.
Department: OT Inductive Bib Studies
Faculty: Dr. Michael Matlock

Email: michael.matlock@asburyseminary.edu
Office: BC 142
SPO: 792
Meetings:
During 02/09/2009 to 05/22/2009 Online via ExL.
Maximum Registration: 22
Catalog Description: A study of Genesis through Deuteronomy which builds on the methodology of the first Inductive Bible
Study course by further use of what has been previously learned and by emphasizing the study of books as wholes.
Accordingly, there is a special focus on the initial survey of books as wholes, the interpretation of parts of books in the
context of the book as a whole, and the synthesis of books. In addition, attention is given to thinking, valuing, and living
biblically by learning how to apply Scripture to life and ministry. This course seeks intentionally to incorporate the
grammatical analysis of the Hebrew language into the overall inductive process. (May be taken by students in M.A. programs
not requiring Hebrew by special arrangement with the professor.)

Objectives:
Course Objectives
Methodology. By the end of the course the student should be able evidentially and contextually to:
Interpret books-as-wholes and any of their parts in light of the whole;
Evaluate and apply passages thus interpreted;
Correlate the theology of the passages studied to the teaching of other biblical materials, thus moving toward a biblical theology.
Content. The student shall be able to:
Think through the contents of each book of the Pentateuch studied in the course without recourse to the printed text, identifying
major passages and delineating major themes;
Demonstrate the importance of a sound methodology for interpretation, including specific examples from the Pentateuch;
Use a general knowledge of the historical and religious background of the Pentateuch in the interpretation of these books.
Attitude. The student should desire and intend to:
Apply the inductive method to other biblical books;
Make the Pentateuch the object of life-long study;
Use the Pentateuch as a resource for preaching, teaching and living.
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The objectives of this particular syllabus reflect the long-standing instruction of Drs. David Thompson and Robert Traina.

Course Requirements
Students are required to complete all assignments within the time specified. Late assignments will not be accepted without
notification by the student beforehand and permission from me. Students will be expected to spend approximately twelve hours
each week on assignments and reading and interacting with course materials.
Students are required to participate in online discussions on a consistent and regular basis. Students must ask questions, make
comments, discuss problems, and respond to others in discussion forums.

Required Texts
Holy Bible (NASB, NRSV, or RSV)
An Annotated Guide to Biblical Resources for Ministry by David Bauer
Bible Study That Works by David Thompson
Methodical Bible Study by Robert Traina
A Guide to Biblical Hebrew Syntax by Bill Arnold and John Choi, Cambridge, 2003
BibleWorks 7.0 or 6.0 or all three of the following resources:
A Masoretic Text of the Hebrew Bible. Either Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. 4th ed. Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft,
1990 or The NIV Interlinear Hebrew-English Old Testament. John Kohlenberger, editor. Zondervan.
A concordance of the Hebrew Bible. Either Even-Shoshan, A New Concordance of the Old Testament, Baker. or G. V.
Wigram , The New EnglishmanÕs Hebrew Concordance, Hendrickson.
A lexicon of the Hebrew Bible. William Holladay, A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament, Eerdmans.
or M. E. J. Richardson, The Hebrew & Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament, Brill.
Additional Resources Utilized in IBS Course
Bible dictionaries or Bible encyclopedias
Theological Dictionaries
Two Essential or Critical Commentaries (or one of each) on each of the five books of the Pentateuch
Evaluation and Grading
Your grade is calculated with the following components:
Assignments (which receive a letter or numerical grade)

70%

Final Celebration of Learning (three lessons pertaining to
Deuteronomy

20%

Participation (team and entire class discussions)

10%

Total

100%
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